THE NEW MACHIAVELLI

to co-operate in the unlimited socialisation of any
other class. In that capacity for aggression upon
other classes lies the essential driving force of modern
affairs. The instincts, the persons, the parties, and
vanities sway and struggle. The ideas and under-
standings march on and achieve themselves for all-
in spite of every one. . . .

The methods and traditions of British politics
maintain the form of two great parties, with rider
groups seeking to gain specific ends in the event of a
small Government majority. These two main parties
are more or less heterogeneous in composition. Each,
however, has certain necessary characteristics. The
Conservative party has always stood quite definitely
for the established propertied interests. The land-
owner, the big lawyer, the Established Church, and
latterly the huge private monopoly of the liquor
trade which has been created by temperance legisla-
tion, are the essential Conservatives. Interwoven
now with the native wealthy are the families of the
great international usurers, and a vast miscellaneous
mass of financial enterprise. Outside the range of
resistance implied by these interests, the Conserva-
tive party has always shown itself just as constructive
and collectivist as any other party. The great land-
owners have been as well-disposed towards the en-
dowment of higher education, and as willing to co-
operate with the Church in protective and mildly
educational legislation for children and the working
class, as any political section. The financiers, too, are
adventurous-spirited and eager for mechanical prog-
ress and technical efficiency. They are prepared to
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